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OLD-SCHOOL 
LESSON TAUGHT 
IN YBOR CITY 


Ybor’s first public school 
was demolished more than 
a century ago, but it still has 
astory to tell. Some of the 
artifacts were on display 
Oct. 27 and last week at the 
Ybor City Museum State 
Park. People were allowed 
to handle the items and 
even help clean them. The 
discoveries include chil- 
dren's clay marbles, pieces 
of slate boards for writing 
lessons, mother of pearl but- 
tons and a souvenir spoon 
with an engraving of the 
nation’s capital. If you want 
to check out the pieces of 
history you have one final 
opportunity from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon Dec. 1. Local, 1B 


Staying at home 
for the holiday 


Bob and Vivian Fiallo are 
Seminole Heights residents 
who were considering cel- 
ebrating Thanksgiving at 
their North Carolina moun- 
tain getaway. However, a 
string of shooting deaths 

in the neighborhood made 
them begin to feel like leav- 
ing would be fleeing a com- 
munity that needed them. 
“We're not going to run and 
hide,” Vivian said. Local, 1B 


There is no Taste 
section today 


Due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the section was 
printed early and ran in 
Sunday's paper. But we've 
still got plenty of holiday- 
related content for you on 
our website at tampabay. 
com/thanksgiving/. 


Conyers admits 
settling case 


U.S. Rep. John Conyers Jr., 
D-Mich., is under investiga- 
tion by the House Ethics 
Committee after allegations 
that he sexually harassed 
female aides and used 
office funds to settle a staff- 
er's claim that she was fired 
after rejecting his advances. 
Conyers, 88, confirms that 
acase was settled but 
“expressly and vehemently” 
denies wrongdoing. 


Fallout continues for Rose: 
CBS News and PBS cut 

ties to veteran broadcaster 
Charlie Rose less than 24 
hours after several women 
accuse him of a pattern of 
sexual misconduct. 

Nation, 2A 


India influential in 
Detroit’s rebound 
The birthplace of the Ameri- 
can auto industry is getting 
its first new vehicle assem- 
bly plant in 25 years. The 
jobs are coming from Mum- 
bai-based Mahindra Group, 
which will begin producing 
vehicles next year in Auburn 
Hills. Business, 5B 
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8am. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
65° 76° 76° 72° 

30% chance of rain 

More, back page of Sports 


» 
Follow the Buzz 


“>, Stay up to date on 
T, the latest news and 


events related to 
Florida politics at 
tampabay.com/ 
florida-politics/buzz/. 
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Can Florida still reach for top tie 


Gators may have fallen out of contention for a coach like Chip Kelly. 
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FCC targets open Internet 


Its chairman seeks to repeal “net neutrality,’ which gives equal access to all content. 


Associated Press 

MENLO PARK, Calif. — The 
chairman of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission set out 
Tuesday to scrap rules around 
open Internet access, a move that 
would allow giant cable and tele- 
com companies to throttle broad- 
band speeds and favor their own 
services if they wish. 


Ajit Pai followed through on a 
pledge to try to repeal “net neu- 
trality” regulations enacted 
under the Obama administra- 
tion. The current rules treat 
Internet service providers such 
as Comcast, AT&T and Verizon 
as if they were utility companies 
that provide essential services, 
like electricity. The rules man- 


date that they give equal access 
to all online content and apps. 
Pai said those rules discour- 
age investments that could pro- 
vide even better and faster online 
access. Instead, he said new rules 
would force ISPs to be trans- 
parent about their services and 
management policies, and then 
would let the market decide. 


“Under my proposal, the fed- 
eral government will stop micro- 
managing the internet,” Pai said 
in astatement. 

Pai distributed his plan to 
other FCC commissioners Tues- 
day in preparation for a Dec. 14 
vote. Pai promised to release his 
entire proposal today. Although 
the FCC’s two Democrats said 


they will oppose the proposal, 
the repeal is likely to prevail as 
Republicans have a 3-2 edge. The 
vote for net neutrality in 2015 
was also along party lines, but 
Democrats dominated then. 

Equal treatment for all web 
traffic has been a fundamental 
principle of the Internet since its 
» See INTERNET, 8A 
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A little assistance goes a long way 


Volunteer Olga Benitez, 46, left, helps Laure Woulard, 26, and her 11-month-old son, Caiden Jackson, with their 
Thanksgiving grocery shopping at the Metropolitan Ministries Holiday Tent on Tuesday. The site, at 905 N Gover- 
nor St. in Tampa, is a place where more than 100,000 people are expected to receive assistance during the season. 
The need is anticipated to be much greater this year due to the hurricanes and families fleeing Puerto Rico. 


This season’s toy threat: spying 


Advocates say toys with wireless connections 
could present privacy and safety concerns. 


BY MALENA CAROLLO 
Times Staff Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG — Not all 
sinister toys are as obvious as 
a Chucky doll. Many present 
more subtle threats — choking 
hazards, high lead content, pri- 
vacy concerns. And as the big- 


gest shopping season of the year 
kicks off, consumer advocates are 
urging shoppers to be judicious 
when choosing gifts for children 
this year. 

“The message is clear,” said 
Susan McGrath, CEO of the Flor- 
ida Consumer Action Network. 


“We need to protect our young- 
est consumers from unsafe toys.” 

The U.S. Public Interest 
Research Group released its 
annual “Trouble in Toyland” 
report Tuesday, pinpointing haz- 
ardous toys. 

Many concerns raised in the 
report are familiar. Choking haz- 
ards are a chief concern. One 
rule of thumb is that anything 
that can fit through a toilet paper 


tube presents a choking hazard, 
said Petra Vybiralova, supervi- 
sor for the Florida Suncoast Safe 
Kids Coalition. That includes bal- 
loons, small toy pieces, batteries 
and magnets. 

Another issue is products 
with high lead content. Tar- 
get recently removed two fidget 
spinners from its shelves — the 
“Fidget Wild Premium Spinner 
» See TOYS, 8A 


Epilogue | Emma Couture 


Stage passion led the Divine Miss Em 


At 19, the New York college 
student was loud, proud 
and Broadway-bound. 


BY LANE DEGREGORY 
Times Staff Writer 


ST. PETERSBURG — You could never 
sing solo, when Emma Couture was 
around. Even if you were humming 
softly to yourself, she would jump in and 


belt along. 


That girl couldn’t remember to turn 
in her biology homework, but she knew 
every word to every Broadway tune. She 
memorized every part, too, plus stage 


directions. 


She couldn’t wait to be famous. To 
walk the red carpet. Win a Tony. 

Emma grew up on stages across 
Tampa Bay, in shows at Abba Dabba and 


American Stage summer camps, Perkins 


Elementary, Thurgood Marshall Mid- 


» See EPILOGUE, 8A 


Courtesy of Anne Lynch 
Emma Couture, with signature red lips and broad smile, performs during a 
high school benefit she organized for Broadway Cares. She died Nov. 13. 


Jury 
spares 
life of 


Matos 


The panel lacked a 
unanimous vote 

for a death sentence 
in four murders. 


BY ANASTASIA DAWSON 
Times Staff Writer 

NEW PORT RICHEY — The 
12 men and women on Adam 
Matos’ jury were chosen from 
a pool of nearly 300 people 
in part for their responses to 
a single question: Could you 
condemn a stranger to death 
for a crime? 

On Tuesday, the panel said 
“no” four times, recommend- 
ing that Adam Matos instead 
serve life in 
prison with- 
out the pos- 
sibility of 
parole for 
the brutal 
2014 slay- 
ings of his 
ex-girl- 
friend, her 
parents and 
her new 
boyfriend. 

It was 
far from a 
resounding “no.” Ten jurors 
wanted Matos to be executed 
for the deaths of ex-girlfriend 
Megan Brown, her father, 
Gregory Brown, and her boy- 
friend Nick Leonard. And 
11 jurors wanted Matos exe- 
cuted for the beating of Megan 
Brown’s mother, Margaret 
Brown, who was bludgeoned 
at least nine times in the head 
with a hammer. 

But a unanimous vote is 
required for a death sentence 
under Florida law. 

When the jurors left, the 
rage and anguish of the vic- 
tims’ families filled the room, 
as the judge heard them tell of 
gaping holes in their hearts. 

“In my nightmares, I see 
him trembling and shaking 
to find and load his rifles, his 
hands shaking so much he’s 
hardly able to get a shell into 
his gun to defend his family,” 
said Gregory Brown’s younger 
brother, Richard Brown. “To 
this day I can feel his helpless- 
ness and shock as the mur- 
ders were unfolding in front 
of him.” 

He talked about the Brown 
family: Gregory, with his soft 
heart. Margaret, who had 
worked hard on the farm and 
was ready to spend time with 
her grandson. He wondered if 
Megan had been holding the 
4-year-old son she shared with 
» See MATOS, 8A 


Adam Matos 
admitted at 
trial that he 
killed the four 
people. 
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